WINDS AND OCEAN CURRENTS
 97
perature increases the fog. A96 is the official sailing chart of the North
Atlantic for August. Notice how many foggy days occur near the Grand
Banks. The dangers there are so great that, since the Titanic was sunk
by hitting an iceberg in 1912, the great North Atlantic trade route has
been lengthened a little to carry it south of the Banks.
The Oceanic Whirls. Each of the other oceans, like the Atlantic,
has a series of currents which are kept circling around by the prevail-
ing winds. The equatorial part of the Pacific whirl, as it may be called,
is deflected northward like that of the Atlantic, but not to so great an
extent. Nevertheless, the equatorial waters flowing northward along the
east coast of Asia warm the winds sufficiently to make the east side of
Japan distinctly warmer than the northwest side, just as the south shore
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of Cape Cod is warmer than the north. Even in Alaska the effect of the
warming of the water in distant equatorial regions can be felt in the fact
that on the south coast the harbors are free from ice in winter. Sitka,
in latitude 57° N, but with a marine climate, has the same January
temperature (32° F.) as continental Cincinnati, 28° farther south. In July,
however, Sitka, with an average temperature of 55°, is 22° cooler than
Cincinnati.
In the southern hemisphere the whirls of the ocean currents go in
the opposite direction from those of the northern hemisphere. This is
because the winds, as we have seen, are deflected to the right in the north
and the left in the south. Beyond the southern limit of the whirls an
almost unbroken current flows eastward encircling Antarctica. It adds
its effect to that of the <eroaring forties," as the westerlies are called, in

